












HURRICANE CATEGORIES

The National Weather Service rates hurricanes by their intensity, using a scale of one to five.  The 

damage expected from the different categories of storms detailed below is typical; however actual 

damage will vary depending on building code compliance, conditions of the structures, zoning 

restrictions, and other variables.

CATEGORY 1
• Winds of 74 to 95 mph
• Some damage to well-constructed frame structures 
roofs, shingles vinyl siding and gutters
• Uprooting of shallowly rooted trees and snapping of 
large branches
• Extensive damage to power lines could result in power 
outages of some

CATEGORY 2
• Winds of 96 to 110 mph
• Major roof and siding damage to well-constructed 
frame structures
• Uprooting or snapping of shallowly rooted trees could 
block roads 
• Near total power losses can be expected and last for 
several days to weeks

CATEGORY 5
• Winds of 157 mph or higher
•A high percentage of framed structures will likely be 
destroyed with total roof failure and wall collapse
•Fallen trees and power poles could isolate areas
•Power outages could last several weeks to months
•Area will likely be uninhabitable for some time

CATEGORY 4
• Winds of 130 to 156 mph
• Severe damage can be expected to well-built framed 
buildings with loss of most of roof structure and/or
exterior walls
• Most trees will be snapped, or up-rooted and power
poles downed
• Fallen trees and power poles could isolate areas
Power outages could last several weeks to months
Area will likely be uninhabitable for some time

CATEGORY 3
• Winds of 111 to 129 mph
• Major damage or removal of roof decking and gable 
ends of buildings 
• Many trees snapped or uprooted, blocking numerous 
roads
• Electricity and water could be unavailable for several 
days to to weeks


